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What is Florida’s Future in the Meetings Industry?

Tampa Bay Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International 

explores the possibilities at July Luncheon

Tampa - The Tampa Bay Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International explores the future of the meetings industry in Florida during their monthly networking luncheon at the Don CeSar Beach Resort, A Loews Hotel, 3400 Gulf Blvd., St. Petersburg Beach, on Wednesday, July 22, 2009.

A panel of experts will discuss the political and Industry evaluation of the current economic situation on Florida’s ability to support conferences, meetings and events. Issues and concerns impacting meeting planners, hospitality industry and vendors will also be discussed.
Confirmed panelists include Mr. Bill Briscoe, Chief Industry Relations Officer, Helms Briscoe, who will serve as moderator, Mr. Dale Brill, Director Executive Office of the Governor, Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development, Ann Godi, CMP, MPI Chairwoman – Elect and Mark Huey, Economic and Urban Development Administrator, Tampa.

“This is such a strategic time for everyone in the hospitality business, that we felt it imperative to provide our members with an opportunity to hear for themselves how to use this period of change to move our industry forward,” said Jocie Rivera, Tampa Bay Area Chapter President.  “We all know that business cycles can dramatically affect us; the key is to react in a way that can be a positive influence on our companies.  This program is designed to get us all thinking and moving in the right direction.”
Registration for the event is from 11:15 am – 12:00 pm with the luncheon and program scheduled from 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm.
Tickets are $30 for MPI members/$40 for nonmembers through July 17th, and $40 for members/$50 for nonmembers July 17th through 22nd.  Student tickets are available for $20.  For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit http://tampabaympi.org/.

 
About the Tampa Bay Area Chapter

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $102.3 billion meeting and event industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 371 member Tampa Bay Area chapter of MPI, established in 1984, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit www.TampaBayMPI.org.
# # #
[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]