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January 27, 2010 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tampa Bay Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International 

Hosts Children from the Children’s Cancer Center 

to an Evening of Fun at Build-A-Bear Workshop®

Tampa – The Tampa Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) hosted 40 children from the Children's Cancer Center to an evening of fun at Build-A-Bear Workshop® at International Plaza on Thursday, January 21st. 

The children were given an opportunity to choose, stuff, stitch, fluff, name, dress, and take home their own personalized bears. They were also treated to a meal at Chick-fil-A® and a photo by CR Photo-Entertainment, Inc. Their parents enjoyed a night off with discounted dinner at Champps while MPI volunteers assisted the children on their adventure.  The children enjoyed the evening leaving with their bears and a gift bag from International Plaza containing Tampa Bay Rays™ items.

In keeping with Tampa Bay Area MPI’s commitment to social responsibility, the primary purpose of this event was to help the children maintain a sense of their normal lives while dealing with the daily struggles associated with childhood cancer. The children will achieve this, in part, by sharing memories of love, hope, and laughter through the experience the Build-A-Bear Workshop provides. 
Sponsors making the evening possible included Tampa Bay Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International, conceptBAIT (title sponsor), CR Event Photography, SuperShuttle/ExecuCar, Sensory5, Chick-fil-A and Champps Restaurant and Bar.
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MPI member Lovelynn Jensen assists Children’s Cancer Center patient with dressing his newly “made” bear.
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About the Tampa Bay Area Chapter

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $102.3 billion meeting and event industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 371 member Tampa Bay Area chapter of MPI, established in 1984, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit www.TampaBayMPI.org.
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