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April 13, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tampa Bay Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International’s

Meetings Academy and Marketplace

Provides Ladder to Success

Tampa – The Tampa Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) recently hosted its first ever joint Meetings Academy and Meetings Marketplace at The Lakeland Center.  The event attracted more than 200 MPI members eager to climb the ladder to success.

Pat Williams, Senior VP of the Orlando Magic provided one rung of the ladder, with his Keynote address.  Pat, one of America’s top motivational, inspirational, and humorous speakers, lead the audience through a discussion of “Walt Disney’s 5 Keys to Success.”     
The upward climb continued with educational sessions covering a number of diverse topics ranging from the essentials of digital communication, to dealing with budgeting for events and integrating AV trends with social media.

Lunch and Meetings Marketplace presented members with more than 65 exhibitors to visit and learn about new opportunities and products available both locally and nationally. 


In keeping with Tampa Bay Area MPI’s commitment to social responsibility, members were encouraged to assist in the collection a variety of much-needed household items for VISTE (Volunteers In Service To the Elderly).  Their mission is to provide services which enable frail elderly persons (due to advanced age, poor health, unsafe living conditions, financial problems, isolated & lonely environments, medical needs, faulty nutrition, unavailable family assistance and many more)to continue to living independently in their own homes, safely, comfortable and in better health. www.viste.org            

Sponsors making the event possible included The Lakeland Center, The Melting Pot, Tampa’s Block Party, AVI-SPL, Panache, Exhibit Services, Inc, CR Event Photography, Room Service, BIZBASH and New Clients Promotional Marketing.
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MPI members Devon Murray and Lovelynn Jensen discuss interactive entertainment opportunities with Scott Andre (the Living Plant). 
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About the Tampa Bay Area Chapter

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $102.3 billion meeting and event industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 371 member Tampa Bay Area chapter of MPI, established in 1984, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit www.TampaBayMPI.org.
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